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ANTITRUST POLICY STATEMENT FOR SPRAY 
POLYURETHANE FOAM ALLIANCE MEETINGS	

•  It is and shall remain the policy of the Spray Polyurethane Foam Alliance 
(“SPFA”), and it is the continuing responsibility of every SPFA member 
company, SPFA meeting or event participant, as well as SPFA staff and 
leadership to comply in all respects with federal and state antitrust laws. 
No activity or discussion at any SPFA meeting or other function may be 
engaged in for the purpose of bringing about any understanding or 
agreement among members to (1) raise, lower or stabilize prices; (2) 
regulate production; (3) allocate markets; (4) encourage boycotts; (5) 
foster unfair or deceptive trade practices; (6) assist in monopolization; or 
(7) in any way violate or give the appearance of violating federal or 
state antitrust laws.	

•  Any concerns or questions regarding the meaning or applicability of this 
policy, as well as any concerns regarding activities or discussions at SPFA 
meetings should be promptly brought to the attention of SPFA’s 
Executive Director and/or its legal counsel.	



The Confined Space Standard	

•  Standard not new	
–  Implemented Manufacturing 1993	

•  Construction CS Standard closely 
mirrors Manufacturing	
	
	



Differences Mfr & Construction	



Why a Confined Space Standard	

•  Many fatalities have occurred in 
Confined Spaces	

•  Several have have been well intended 
rescuers	



Simplifying the Rule	

•  If there is a hazard in a Confined Space 
that could injure or incapacitate a 
worker impacting their ability to self 
rescue, a Permit System is required that 
monitors  Safety in the Confined Space 
and trained rescue services must be 
readily available.	



Definition of a Confined Space	

•  Large enough and so configured that an 
employee can bodily enter 	

•  Has limited means of entry and exit; and	
•  Is not designated for continuous 

employee occupancy 	



Common Mis-conception	

•  Many people believe size of entry makes 
a space a permit required confined 
space.	
– This is not true!	
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Permit Required Confined Space	

1.  Contains or has the potential to contain a 
hazardous atmosphere;	

2.  Contains a material that has the potential to 
engulf an entrant;	

3.  Has an internal configuration such that an 
entrant could be trapped or asphyxiated by 
inwardly converging walls or by a floor which 
slopes downward an tapers to a smaller cross-
section; or	

4.  Contains any other recognized serious safety 
or health hazard.	



Confined Space or Permit Required 
Confined Space	

•  Confined space requires all 3 defining 
criteria be present.	
–  Limited means of entry and exit, not meant for 

continuous human occupancy, large enough to 
enter	

•  Permit Required confined space must have 
one of the 4 defining criteria present.	
– Hazardous Atmosphere, Danger of 

Engulfment, Danger of Entrapment, any other 
recognize Health or Safety Hazard	



Recommend – Engineer Out Need for Permit 
Required Procedures – Eliminate Hazards	



Safety Manager’s Hierarchy of  Safety 
Hazard Controls	

•  Eliminate the Hazard	
•  Engineering Controls	
–  i.e. line blocking, barriers, etc.	

•  Administrative Controls	
–  i.e. job rotation, scheduling	

•  Personal Protective Equipment	
– Should always be the last consideration 	

	



Ruling Out Permit Required Confined 
Space	

•  Competent Person evaluates space – 
identifies if any hazards exist	

•  Determine if hazards can be eliminated	
•  If hazards can be eliminated the space is 

not a Permit Required Confined Space	



Permit Required Confined Space 
Requirements	
•  Isolate the space – prevent unauthorized entry	
•  Implement procedures for safe entry	
•  Provide training of duties and safe procedures for 

the specific space;	
–   Entry Supervisor	
–   Attendants	
–   Entrants 	
–   Rescue Team	

•  Implement Permit	
–  Including Entrant Roster (accurate in/out)	

•  Periodically monitor the space for compliance	



Permit Required Confined Space 
Requirements	

•  Debrief Attendant, Entrants 	
•  Terminate entry procedures	
•  Barricade entry to space with appropriate 

warning signage	

	



Alternate Work Methods	

•  While still technically being a Permit 
Required Permit Space if an employer can 
demonstrate the only hazard in the space 
is an atmospheric hazard that is eliminated 
by ventilation – then the Permit Process 
need not be implemented	

•  Should ventilation stop or space conditions 
change entrants must immediately 
evacuate	



Exercise	

•  What are hazards associated with applying 
SPF in a Residential New Construction 
Attic?	

•  How can these hazards be controlled?	
•  Do hazards other than atmospheric 

hazards controlled by ventilation exist?	
•  Is this a Confined Space or Permit 

Confined Space?	
•  Must a Permit System be Utilized?	



Summary	

•  Ensure hazards is space are eliminated	
•  Ensure workers can self rescue	



Ques%ons?	


